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FR. GARGOTTA’S GALAXY 

          Is Punxsutawney Phil Catholic? 

 

It is no coincidence that we celebrate, in the USA and 

specifically in Pennsylvania, Ground Hog Day on The 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. The 2 days are 

related.  

 

The Presentation of the Lord is 40 days after 

Christmas when Mary and Joseph took Jesus and 

presented Him in the Temple. In the Roman Catholic 

World, this became known as Candlemas Day. Many 

cultural traditions took Blessed Candles home that 

Day as a sign that Jesus is the Light to all people as 

Simeon foretold. Pennsylvania's earliest settlers were 

Germans and they found groundhogs to be numerous 

in many parts of the state. They determined that the 

groundhog, resembling the European hedgehog, was a 

most intelligent and sensible animal, and therefore, 

decided that if the sun did appear on February 2nd, so 

wise an animal as the groundhog would see its 

shadow and hurry back into its underground home for 

another six weeks of winter. 

 

The Germans recited: 

For as the sun shines on Candlemas Day, 

So far will the snow swirl until May. 

For as the snow blows on Candlemas Day, 

So far will the sun shine before May. 

 

Coincidentally other cultures were doing a similar 

thing. 

The Old English recited: 

If Candlemas be fair and bright, 

Winter has another flight. 

If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, 

Winter will not come again. 

 

The Scottish recited: 

If Candlemas Day is bright and clear, 

There'll be two winters in the year. 

And once settled in America the saying became: 

If the sun shines on Groundhog Day; 

Half the fuel and half the hay. 

 

Therefore, we see, Punxsutawney Phil is Catholic! 

          

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers: 

          Happy Valentine’s Day!   I hope all is well with 

you and your Families.   

 

I’d like to say “welcome to our council” to our 2 new 

Brothers, Peter Thens and Chris Charmello who 

received their 1
st
 degree in January.  

 

We will be conducting a 1
st
 degree on Monday, 

February 20
th

 at 7:30 p.m.  First degree team, please 

arrive by 6:30 p.m.  There are 4 candidates’ from our 

council.  Please attend to show them our council’s 

support. 

 

We will be hosting the Chapter meeting in 

Biedenbach on Tuesday, February 7
th

 at 7:30 p.m.  

We will need some help with set-up, food serving and 

clean-up.  I urge all brothers with at least a 3
rd

 degree 

to attend and see how the meeting is conducted and 

learn what other councils in our district are doing. 

We are in need of a 2
nd

 degree team.  Please see 

Brother Joe Gurski for information. 

 

There has been some discussion on changing the 

meeting dates from the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Monday of the 

month to the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Monday of the month.  We 

will be voting on this move on Monday March 6
th

!  If 

you have any opinions or concerns you will need to 
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address them at that time.  If approved, the change 

will take place in May. 

 

It has been brought to my attention that we have some 

long outstanding, unpaid, dues by some of the 

Brothers.  If you want to get current or, you no longer 

wish to be an active Brother Knight, please call 

Brother Ed McDermott, our Financial Secretary and 

let him know your plans. 

 

Our “Knight at the Races” was a TREMENDOUS 

SUCCESS!!  I want to thank Fr. Tony for the use of 

the Hall, the committee that organized the evening, 

chairperson, Tim Jacob, Ron Morra, Paul Fabrizio, 

Bob and Chris Schnelbach, Keith Brown and Clay 

Bossart. I want to thank Ron Morra, his sister-in-law 

Debbie, Paul Fabrizio and the rest of the “kitchen 

crew” who provided us with a terrific meal.  A thank 

you also goes out to all of the brothers and their wives 

who set-up and cleaned up the hall, the cashiers, 

ticket sellers, bartenders and servers who worked so 

hard all night. 

 

*I want to give Tim Jacob a very special and 

heartfelt thank you for bringing the idea to hold a 

race to our council.  It was FANTASTIC.  Once Tim 

took the reins to chair the event, there was no 

looking back. Thank you, thank you and……… 

thank you again!! 

 

Our next meeting dates are as follows: 

Mon. Feb. 6 7:30 regular meeting 

Mon. Feb. 13 7:00 p.m. officer’s meeting 

Mon. Feb. 20 6:30 p.m. 1
st
 degree 

Mon. Mar. 6 7:30 regular meeting 

Mon.  Mar. 13 7:00 p.m. officer’s meeting 

Mon.  Mar. 20 7:30 p.m. regular meeting 

PLEASE ATTEND MEETINGS … YOUR IDEAS 

AND INPUT ARE IMPORTANT. 

RECRUIT!!!!!  Have a Form 100 on you at all times 

 

Vivat, Jesus - Pete 

 

TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio will present 

the following 

report at the Feb. 6, 2017 meeting:  $18,140.11 prior 

bank balance, $20,143.17 income, $9,258.12 

expenses, $29,025.16 balance, $18,688.02 committed 

funds, $10,337.14 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project fund stands at $4,063.53.  

 

Over the past month, the Council has made donations 

to: Christmas baskets - $267.25; St. Bernadette’s 

Youth Ministry - $120. This makes our total for the 

2016-17 fiscal year $5,718.63. This total does not 

reflect any Bishop Project funds.   

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES  

          Bro. Tim Jacob came up with the idea that the 

Council should hold a Knight at the races a number of 

months ago. A committee was formed and the project 

took flight. The initial projection was to have maybe 

75 people attend and to make a small profit to fund 

our various charities. With Bro. Jacob’s guidance, the 

project continued to grow and grow over the months 

to the point that on Jan. 27, 2017 at The Lourdes 

Center 275 people were in attendance. All 100 horses 

were sold as were 80 jockeys at $10 apiece. Bro. Ron 

Morra, with an assist from his sister-in-law, Deborah, 

Bro. Pete Bobich, Bro. Paul Fabrizio put in a lot of 

hours slicing and dicing peppers and onions and 

tomatoes, cutting sausage in individual potions, 

forming individual meatballs, putting together 

macaroni salad and green bean casserole. Then 

everything was cooked and prepared for the big 

evening. Everything turned out delicious.  

 

The evening turned out to be a huge success with the 

assistance of many Knights who manned the ticket 

windows, sold 50/50 tickets, sold Chinese auction 

tickets, and ran the bank. A very special Knight thank 

you to Bro. Bob Schnelbach and his lovely wife, 

Chris, for the fantastic job of keeping track of the 

money and setting the odds for each race. A number 

of brothers took turns manning the beer station, 

serving the food, and helping with the clean-up. The 

Knights extend a very huge thank you to all the 

brothers and wives who took part in making this an 

evening to remember and to all those who purchased 

tickets and attended the affair. Without 
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all of you, this could not have happened. The profit 

from all of the hard work was close to $7,550.  

 

As Bro. Bobich indicated above in his section, a very 

special thank you to Bro. Tim Jacob for all that he did 

in making this a fantastic event and one that will long 

be remembered. We look forward to the Second 

Annual Event next year!   

 

BISHOP’S PROJECT – AMAZON SMILE 

          The Bishop’s Project serves intellectually 

disabled and/or physically challenged youth and 

adults in Saint Anthony Schools and McGuire 

Memorial Home and Schools. If you shop at Amazon, 

please consider using the following to help, especially 

during this busy on-line shopping season. Here is how 

you can help. Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-

6049524 Log into your Amazon account. When you 

see this page, type in “Knights of Columbus” in the 

search bar at the bottom right. Select the “Knights of 

Columbus Bishop of Pittsburgh Diocese Project.” 

Check the box and start shopping! So, whenever you 

shop for anything on Amazon, be sure to go to 

smile.amazon.com so that a portion of your purchase 

(.5%) will go to the Knights of Columbus Bishop’s 

Project.  

 

FUTURE FOURTH DEGREE SCHEDULED 

          A 4
th

 degree ceremony has been scheduled for 

June 4, 2017 at the Marriott North in Cranberry 

Township. Mass will be at 10:00 am, registration at 

11:00 am, exemplification at 1:00 pm, ladies 

luncheon at 1:00 pm, and banquet at 5:00 pm. While 

this is a long time from now, we encourage all of our 

3
rd

 degree brothers to consider receiving the 4
th

 

degree of Patriotism. Put this date on your calendar. 

 

AUDIT COMPLETED 

          On Jan. 30, 2017, the semi-annual audit of the 

treasury was completed by our 3 trustees, Bro. Mark 

DeFabio, Pete Walker and Denis Marney along with 

the Financial Secretary, Bro. Ed McDermott and 

Treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio. All records were found 

to be in order. While completing the audit, it was 

noted that the Council has 19 brothers who owe past 

dues adding up to 

around $1,100. As our Council is responsible to pay 

per capita to Supreme Council, State Council and 

Chapter Council for these members, we are kindly 

asking those members to make themselves whole by 

paying their delinquent dues.  

 

NEW SEMINARIAN 

          The Council will be sponsoring another 

seminarian in the near future. Merv Knieriem of 

Madonna Del Castello Church in Swissvale is our 

new seminarian. The Council continues to support 

Alexander Schrenk who is now a deacon.  

 

GOOD AND WELFARE 

          Council dues are now being collected by our 

Financial Secretary. If you have not paid your yearly 

dues of $24, we kindly ask that you do so. The 

Council discussed raising the amount of the dues at a 

meeting last year, but the determination was made to 

keep them at $24. There seem to be too many hoops 

to jump through to change the figure.  

 

SICK LIST: Joseph Mele, Bert Kalkstein, Trish 

Stevens, Ray Ankenbrandt, Chuck Marcellino, Ray 

Jones, Jeff Otte, Leo Barth, Fr. Michael Decewicz, 

Eugene Halterlein, Raymond Sasselli, Camille Cash, 

Chuck Tabone, Marty Kelly, Fr, Naos McCool, P.J. 

Bobich, William Syrek, Ed McDermott, Sr., Beth 

Lovic, Salvatore Merante, and Elda DiNinno.   

 

DECEASED: Lydia Corrado, Joseph Tominello, 

Bernie Communale, Tom Hajdukiewicz, Guy 

Caranfa, Clair Knee, Harold Becker, Gene Buccelli, 

Walt Jancewski, Jacob Loperfito, Robert McGill, 

Norman Scheiner, John Matarazzo, Fr. John O’Toole, 

Ruth Curl, Pat Boccardi, Mark Wojton, Marie 

Wiehagen, Mary Papso, Angelo Liberto, Germaine 

Benkart, Len O’Connell, Dan O’Connell, Kathleen 

Valentine, Florence Zemba, Paul Zemba, Rege 

Reinersmann, Robert Merten, Nick Travisano, and 

Ray Wengrzyn.   

Well, that’s it for this month, brothers. Do not forget 

the Knight at the Races on Jan. 27, 2017.  

 

 

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 


